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Shipwreck Montana damaged in storm
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The wreck of the Montana before the recent damage caused by Hurricane Humberto (Photograph by Sergey
Goncharov)

An iconic shipwreck was badly damaged as a result of
Hurricane Humberto.

The Montana, a paddle steamer and civil war blockade
runner, which was wrecked off Bermuda’s North Shore
in 1863, forms an important part of Bermuda’s maritime
cultural heritage.

Chris Gauntlett, the chairman of the Historic Wrecks
Authority, who has visited the site to witness the impact
of last Wednesday’s storm, told The Royal Gazette: “It
looks like a bomb hit it — it is very, very different.”

The extent of the damage is being assessed by the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources,
which will publish an extensive report on it.

Mr Gauntlett said that the Montana’s history included
being hit by the Constellation, the wreckage to the
northwest of Bermuda, which inspired the book and
movie The Deep.

The chairman said: “It is a big old story.”

Mr Gauntlett, the owner and operator for Blue Water
Divers and Watersports, added: “You can see a lot just by swimming over it. It is iconic. It is one of Bermuda’s
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most famous spots.”

Falko Kuester, an engineering and virtual reality professor at University of California San Diego, has been
working with the Government to create the Bermuda 100 Project, a digital atlas of underwater sites
surrounding Bermuda.

Dr Kuester said: “The damage to marine heritage, which is now emerging, is gut-wrenching. We are very sad
to hear that among the impacted marine heritage sites is the beautiful Montana.”

He said the Montana had been an “incredibly important site” in the development and application of new tools,
techniques and technologies in documenting and preserving underwater heritage.

Dr Kuester added: “Now we will work with our partners in the Bermuda Government to help them fully assess
the damage, creating a new data set so that the recovery of coral and this unique heritage can move
forward.”

Philippe Rouja, the government custodian of historic wrecks, who will be working on the project, said: “The
Montana has had extensive and incredibly detailed high-resolution imagery data sets produced of the site
prior to Hurricane Humberto.”

• For more information on the Bermuda 100 Project, visit bermuda100.org
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Miguel • 7 months ago

•
A wreck got wrecked? If it gets wrecked a third time is that good or worse?
△ ▽

Naive Observer • 7 months ago

•

Sad, I have dived on it many times, but perhaps new things have been exposed as
well.

 2△ ▽

Herbalist Man • 7 months ago

•

So every time a storm shifts a wreck we need to digitally re-map, over and over? You
guys hiring?

 1△ ▽
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28 Bertram
Mata Hari is for sale 28 Bertram for sale.
Classic flybridge boat, built to last and
lovingly maintained, with new Crusader
Captains Choice 5.7MPI engines.
Equipment includes: Bilge pumps, electric
head, shower, GPS, VHF radio, fenders,
docking lines, anchors and anchor line,
dive platform, cushions for vbunk and
galley. Effectively, she is fully set up and
ready to go. Performs beautifully with
new engines, happily taking you to the
banks for fishing or around the Island but
also happily exploring the bays of
Bermuda. Lots of room to fish, play and
relax. The perfect boat for Bermuda In
last few years boat has had following
work performed: Repacked stuffing
boxes, New thru hull seacocks/fittings,

More Info

Ocean side 1 bedroom apartment
Located in St. David's is this modern 1
bedroom, 1 bath apartment with beautiful
ocean views. The apartment has a fully
fitted state of the art kitchen, an open
living/dining room having french doors
leading to a covered patio. The bedroom
is spacious having ample closet space
and French doors leading to the outside
patio. There is a laundry room having a
washer and dryer. The unit is tiled with
reverse cycle A/C throughout Outside has

More Info

City Outskirts
Top floor two bed, two bath
condominium unit situated within the
sought after Roxdene development only
minutes from town, Miles Market, the
Hamilton Princess Hotel and public
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